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      Casas Maternas in the Rural Highlands of Guatemala: A Mixed-Methods Case Study of the Introduction and Utilization of Birthing Facilities by an Indigenous Population  
    	Ira Stollak, Mario Valdez, Karin Rivas and Henry Perry

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):114-131; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00266 

  
    	In an isolated mountainous area of Guatemala with high maternal mortality, an NGO-sponsored approach engaged communities to operate local, culturally appropriate birthing facilities and is achieving high and equitable utilization. Likely success factors:
	Community engagement and ownership

	Close location of facilities

	Perceived high quality of services

	Engagement of traditional birth attendants in the birthing process and as advocates for facility use
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      A Dedicated Postpartum Intrauterine Device Inserter: Pilot Experience and Proof of Concept  
    	Sharad Singh, Vinita Das, Anjoo Agarwal, Rupali Dewan, Pratima Mittal, Renita Bhamrah, Klaira Lerma and Paul D Blumenthal

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):132-140; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00355 

  
    	Use of the inserter was found to be safe, with high fundal placement in 82% of cases. Complete expulsion occurred in 7.5% of cases and partial expulsion was detected in 10%, comparable with rates in other studies using standard IUD insertion techniques. Further study and use of the dedicated inserter may reveal increased convenience and reduced risk of infection among users and could improve acceptability of postpartum IUD provision among providers.
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      Social Entrepreneurship: A Case Study From Brazil  
    	Phil Harvey

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):6-12; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00182 

  
    	Through careful sourcing of commodities, cost-cutting efficiencies, and realistic pricing, 3 large contraceptive social marketing programs evolved into profit-making enterprises while continuing to make low-priced contraceptives available to low-income consumers on a substantial scale.
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      Measurement of Health Program Equity Made Easier: Validation of a Simplified Asset Index Using Program Data From Honduras and Senegal  
    	Alex Ergo, Julie Ritter, Davidson R Gwatkin and Nancy Binkin

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):155-164; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00385 

  
    	Piggy-backing on an existing representative household survey that includes an asset index, it is possible to assess the socioeconomic distribution of program beneficiaries at low cost. The typically large number of questions used to construct the asset index, however, deters many implementers from adopting this approach. This study demonstrates that the number of questions can be significantly reduced to a subset that takes only a few minutes to administer without substantially altering findings or policy recommendations. The relevant subset is country-specific and thus necessitates tailored country questionnaires.
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      Abbreviating the Wealth Index to Measure Equity in Health Programs More Easily  
    	Thomas W Pullum

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):4-5; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-16-00028 

  
    	Efforts to simplify the construction of the DHS wealth index are encouraged (while recognizing it is constructed differently in each country), but attempts to assess equity in health programs should bear in mind that it is not sufficient to calculate the wealth index just for the participants in the program. The quintile distributions can vary dramatically within sub-populations. Assessments of equity require knowledge of the distribution of potential participants as well as actual participants.
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      Role of Social Support in Improving Infant Feeding Practices in Western Kenya: A Quasi-Experimental Study  
    	Altrena G Mukuria, Stephanie L Martin, Thaddeus Egondi, Allison Bingham and Faith M Thuita

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):55-72; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00197 

  
    	Fathers and grandmothers who participated in separate nutrition dialogue groups supported mothers to improve infant feeding practices including dietary diversity, food consistency, and use of animal-source foods. Future studies should explore using a family-centered approach that engages mothers together with key household influencers.
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      Mapping the Prevalence and Sociodemographic Characteristics of Women Who Deliver Alone: Evidence From Demographic and Health Surveys From 80 Countries  
    	Nosakhare Orobaton, Anne Austin, Bolaji Fapohunda, Dele Abegunde and Kizzy Omo

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):99-113; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00261 

  
    	An estimated 2.2 million women surveyed in low- and middle-income countries between 2005 and 2015 gave birth alone. This practice was concentrated in West and Central Africa and parts of East Africa. Women who delivered with no one present were very poor, uneducated, older, and of higher parity. Experience from northern Nigeria suggests the practice can be reduced markedly by mobilizing religious and civil society leaders to improve community awareness about the critical importance of having an attendant present.




  
  




	
  
  
  
      Open Access

  
      The Levonorgestrel Intrauterine System: Reasons to Expand Access to the Public Sector of Africa  
    	David Hubacher

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice December 2015, 3(4):532-537; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00178 

  
    	The levonorgestrel intrauterine system has: (1) excellent effectiveness, (2) high satisfaction levels, (3) non-contraceptive benefits, and (4) potential to help reinvigorate interest in intrauterine contraception. The time is ripe for ministries and donor agencies to work together to make the product widely available across Africa.
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      Pre-eclampsia as Underlying Cause for Perinatal Deaths: Time for Action  
    	Stephen Hodgins

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice December 2015, 3(4):525-527; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00350 

  
    	Pre-eclampsia is a major underlying cause of late fetal and early neonatal death, accounting for somewhere between 1 in 10 and 1 in 4 perinatal deaths; it warrants greater efforts from the maternal-newborn community.
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      Sexual Satisfaction, Performance, and Partner Response Following Voluntary Medical Male Circumcision in Zambia: The Spear and Shield Project  
    	Robert Zulu, Deborah Jones, Ndashi Chitalu, Ryan Cook and Stephen Weiss

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice December 2015, 3(4):606-618; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00163 

  
    	Most men and their partners reported increased or the same levels of sexual pleasure and improved or no change in penile hygiene post-VMMC. While half of men reported increased or no change in sexual functioning (orgasm, erections), one-third reported a decrease. Early resumption of sexual intercourse prior to complete healing was most closely associated with adverse outcomes, including decreased sexual functioning, satisfaction, and desire.
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