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      The Levonorgestrel Intrauterine System: A Pragmatic View of an Excellent Contraceptive  
    	Roy Jacobstein and James D Shelton

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice December 2015, 3(4):538-543; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00330 

  
    	The levonorgestrel intrauterine system (LNG IUS) has major advantages and could be a “game-changer” in improving contraceptive choice and use. It faces important challenges, however, including: (1) high commodity cost; (2) often-strong provider resistance to IUDs and difficult programmatic requirements; (3) need for demand creation, including assessing if markedly reduced menstrual bleeding is attractive to clients; and (4) the many requirements for introducing any new contraceptive. A good next step would be a well-focused and multifaceted “learning introduction” to assess the LNG IUS’s potential in several low-income countries, with rapid scale-up if results are promising.
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      Nurse Mentors to Advance Quality Improvement in Primary Health Centers: Lessons From a Pilot Program in Northern Karnataka, India  
    	Elizabeth A Fischer, Krishnamurthy Jayana, Troy Cunningham, Maryann Washington, Prem Mony, Janet Bradley and Stephen Moses

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice December 2015, 3(4):660-675; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00142 

  
    	Trained nurse mentors catalyzed quality improvements in facility-based maternal and newborn care by: (1) encouraging use of self-assessment checklists and team-based problem solving, (2) introducing case sheets to ensure adherence to clinical guidelines, and (3) strengthening clinical skills through on-site demonstrations and bedside teaching. Inadequate leadership and staffing were challenges in some facilities. Some social norms, such as client resistance to referral and to staying 48 hours after delivery, also impact quality and mandate community mobilization efforts.
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      Monitoring and Evaluating the Transition of Large-Scale Programs in Global Health  
    	James Bao, Daniela C Rodriguez, Ligia Paina, Sachiko Ozawa and Sara Bennett

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice December 2015, 3(4):591-605; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00221 

  
    	Monitoring and evaluating large-scale global health program transitions can strengthen accountability, facilitate stakeholder engagement, and promote learning about the transition process and how best to manage it. We propose a conceptual framework with 4 main domains relevant to transitions—leadership, financing, programming, and service delivery—along with guiding questions and illustrative indicators to guide users through key aspects of monitoring and evaluating transition. We argue that monitoring and evaluating transitions can bring conceptual clarity to the transition process, provide a mechanism for accountability, facilitate engagement with local stakeholders, and inform the management of transition through learning.
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      The Astronomy of Africa’s Health Systems Literature During the MDG Era: Where Are the Systems Clusters?  
    	James F Phillips, Mallory Sheff and Christopher B Boyer

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice September 2015, 3(3):482-502; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00034 

  
    	The volume of literature on health systems in sub-Saharan Africa has been expanding since the 2000 MDG era. Focus has remained generally on categorical health themes rather than systems concepts. Topics such as scaling-up, organizational development, data use for decision making, logistics, and financial planning remain underrepresented. And quite surprisingly, implementation science remains something of a “black hole.” But bibliometric evidence suggests there is a shift in focus that may soon address these gaps.
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      Women’s Groups to Improve Maternal and Child Health Outcomes: Different Evidence Paradigms Toward Impact at Scale  
  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice September 2015, 3(3):323-326; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00251 

  
    	The Care Group model, with relatively intensive international NGO implementation at moderate scale, appears successful in a wide variety of settings, as assessed by high-quality evaluation with rich program learning. Another women’s group approach—Participatory Women’s Groups—has also been implemented across various settings but at smaller scale and assessed using rigorous RCT methodology under controlled—but less naturalistic—conditions with generally, although not uniformly, positive results. Neither approach, as implemented to date, is directly applicable to large-scale integration into current public programs. Our challenge is to distill the elements of success across these approaches that empower women with knowledge, motivation, and increased self-efficacy—and to apply them in real-world programs at scale.
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      Remote Sensing of Vital Signs: A Wearable, Wireless “Band-Aid” Sensor With Personalized Analytics for Improved Ebola Patient Care and Worker Safety  
    	Steven R Steinhubl, Mark P Marriott and Stephan W Wegerich

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice September 2015, 3(3):516-519; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00189 

  
    	This wireless sensor technology, currently being field-tested in an Ebola Treatment Unit in Sierra Leone, monitors multiple vital signs continuously and remotely. When connected with enhanced analytics software, it can discern changes in patients’ status much more quickly and intelligently than conventional periodic monitoring, thus saving critical health care worker time and reducing exposure to pathogens.
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      Task Sharing Implant Insertion by Community Health Workers: Not Just Can It Work, but How Might It Work Practically and With Impact in the Real World  
    	Lois Schaefer

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice September 2015, 3(3):327-329; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00230 

  
    	Demonstrating that a health service, such as providing contraceptive implants, can be safely task shared to less highly trained workers is crucial but is only one step toward effective implementation at scale. Providers need dedicated time, enough clients, supplies, supervision, and other system support, allowing them to maintain their competency, confidence, and productivity.




  
  




	
  
  
  
      Open Access

  
      Care Groups II: A Summary of the Child Survival Outcomes Achieved Using Volunteer Community Health Workers in Resource-Constrained Settings  
    	Henry Perry, Melanie Morrow, Thomas Davis, Sarah Borger, Jennifer Weiss, Mary DeCoster, Jim Ricca and Pieter Ernst

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice September 2015, 3(3):370-381; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00052 

  
    	Care Group projects resulted in high levels of healthy behavior, including use of oral rehydration therapy, bed nets, and health care services. Accordingly, under-5 mortality in Care Group areas declined by an estimated 32% compared with 11% in areas with child survival projects not using Care Groups.
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      Covering the Last Kilometer: Using GIS to Scale-Up Voluntary Medical Male Circumcision Services in Iringa and Njombe Regions, Tanzania  
    	Hally Mahler, Sarah Searle, Marya Plotkin, Yusuph Kulindwa, Seth Greenberg, Erick Mlanga, Emmanuel Njeuhmeli and Gissenje Lija

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice September 2015, 3(3):503-515; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00151 

  
    	Interactive GIS maps created by overlapping facility data including roads and infrastructure with population and service delivery data permitted strategic deployment of mobile voluntary medical male circumcision (VMMC) services to underserved rural communities. The percentage of VMMCs performed in rural areas jumped from 48% in 2011 to 93% in 2014.
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      The Demographic Stretch of the Arc of Life: Social and Cultural Changes That Follow the Demographic Transition  
    	Ariel Pablos-Mendez, Scott R Radloff, Kamiar Khajavi and Sally Ann Dunst

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice September 2015, 3(3):341-351; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-14-00175 

  
    	The demographic transition from high to low levels of mortality and fertility brings about changes that stretch the “arc of life,” making each stage of life longer and creating new ones—a phenomenon we call “the demographic stretch.” This stretch can transform societal structure, for example, by extending childhood, shifting working ages up, delaying marriage and childbearing, improving women’s status and equity, and pushing the burden of chronic disease and disability to older ages. Global health efforts must address the resultant economic and social changes.
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