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      Fertility Awareness Methods Are Not Modern Contraceptives: Defining Contraception to Reflect Our Priorities  
    	Kirsten Austad, Anita Chary, Alejandra Colom, Rodrigo Barillas, Danessa Luna, Cecilia Menjívar, Brent Metz, Amy Petrocy, Anne Ruch and Peter Rohloff

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice June 2016, 4(2):342-345; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-16-00044 

  
    	A recent article in GHSP calls for classifying fertility awareness methods as “modern contraceptives” despite their inferiority. We believe in a rights-based approach, which considers the real-world conditions that many women face, including constrained sexual agency and low baseline reproductive health literacy. We must demonstrate true commitment to increasing access to the most effective and reliable contraceptive methods.
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      Response to Austad: Offering a Range of Methods, Including Fertility Awareness Methods, Facilitates Method Choice  
    	Shawn Malarcher, Madeleine Short Fabic, Jeff Spieler, Ellen H Starbird, Clifton Kenon and Sandra Jordan

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice June 2016, 4(2):346-349; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-16-00115 

  
    	When selecting a contraceptive method, women and men consider various attributes in addition to effectiveness, such as side effects, return to fertility, level of medical intervention, and interference with sexual activity. Offering a range of methods, including fertility awareness methods that meet the standard to be considered modern, helps to address these considerations, facilitating method choice.
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      Declining HIV Prevalence in Parallel With Safer Sex Behaviors in Burkina Faso: Evidence From Surveillance and Population-Based Surveys  
    	Fati Kirakoya-Samadoulougou, Nicolas Nagot, Sekou Samadoulougou, Mamadou Sokey, Abdoulaye Guiré, Issiaka Sombié and Nicolas Meda

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice June 2016, 4(2):326-335; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-16-00013 

  
    	HIV prevalence among pregnant women ages 15–49 declined from 7.1% to 2.0% in urban areas between 1998 and 2014, and from 2.0% to 0.5% in rural areas between 2003 and 2014; similar declines were reported in the Demographic and Health Surveys. During the same time period, individuals reported safer sex behaviors, including delayed sexual debut and reduced number of sex partners among youth, as well as increased condom use at last sex with nonmarital partners among men and women ages 15–49.
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      Social Entrepreneurship: A Case Study From Brazil  
    	Phil Harvey

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):6-12; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00182 

  
    	Through careful sourcing of commodities, cost-cutting efficiencies, and realistic pricing, 3 large contraceptive social marketing programs evolved into profit-making enterprises while continuing to make low-priced contraceptives available to low-income consumers on a substantial scale.
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      Measurement of Health Program Equity Made Easier: Validation of a Simplified Asset Index Using Program Data From Honduras and Senegal  
    	Alex Ergo, Julie Ritter, Davidson R Gwatkin and Nancy Binkin

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):155-164; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00385 

  
    	Piggy-backing on an existing representative household survey that includes an asset index, it is possible to assess the socioeconomic distribution of program beneficiaries at low cost. The typically large number of questions used to construct the asset index, however, deters many implementers from adopting this approach. This study demonstrates that the number of questions can be significantly reduced to a subset that takes only a few minutes to administer without substantially altering findings or policy recommendations. The relevant subset is country-specific and thus necessitates tailored country questionnaires.




  
  




	
  
  
  
      Open Access

  
      Abbreviating the Wealth Index to Measure Equity in Health Programs More Easily  
    	Thomas W Pullum

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):4-5; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-16-00028 

  
    	Efforts to simplify the construction of the DHS wealth index are encouraged (while recognizing it is constructed differently in each country), but attempts to assess equity in health programs should bear in mind that it is not sufficient to calculate the wealth index just for the participants in the program. The quintile distributions can vary dramatically within sub-populations. Assessments of equity require knowledge of the distribution of potential participants as well as actual participants.
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      Role of Social Support in Improving Infant Feeding Practices in Western Kenya: A Quasi-Experimental Study  
    	Altrena G Mukuria, Stephanie L Martin, Thaddeus Egondi, Allison Bingham and Faith M Thuita

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):55-72; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00197 

  
    	Fathers and grandmothers who participated in separate nutrition dialogue groups supported mothers to improve infant feeding practices including dietary diversity, food consistency, and use of animal-source foods. Future studies should explore using a family-centered approach that engages mothers together with key household influencers.
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      Mapping the Prevalence and Sociodemographic Characteristics of Women Who Deliver Alone: Evidence From Demographic and Health Surveys From 80 Countries  
    	Nosakhare Orobaton, Anne Austin, Bolaji Fapohunda, Dele Abegunde and Kizzy Omo

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):99-113; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00261 

  
    	An estimated 2.2 million women surveyed in low- and middle-income countries between 2005 and 2015 gave birth alone. This practice was concentrated in West and Central Africa and parts of East Africa. Women who delivered with no one present were very poor, uneducated, older, and of higher parity. Experience from northern Nigeria suggests the practice can be reduced markedly by mobilizing religious and civil society leaders to improve community awareness about the critical importance of having an attendant present.
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      Simplified Asset Indices to Measure Wealth and Equity in Health Programs: A Reliability and Validity Analysis Using Survey Data From 16 Countries  
    	Nirali M Chakraborty, Kenzo Fry, Rasika Behl and Kim Longfield

  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):141-154; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-15-00384 

  
    	Many program implementers have difficulty collecting and analyzing data on program beneficiaries’ wealth because a large number of survey questions are required to construct the standard wealth index. We created country-specific measures of household wealth with as few as 6 questions that are highly reliable and valid in both urban and rural contexts.
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      Birthing Centers Staffed by Skilled Birth Attendants: Can They Be Effective … at Scale?  
  
    	Global Health: Science and Practice March 2016, 4(1):1-3; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-16-00063 

  
    	Peripheral-level birthing centers may be appropriate and effective in some circumstances if crucial systems requirements can be met. But promising models don’t necessarily scale well, so policy makers and program managers need to consider what requirements can and cannot be met feasibly at scale. Apparently successful components of the birthing center model, such as engagement of traditional birth attendants and use of frontline staff who speak the local language, appear conducive to use in other similar settings.
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